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Sample letter to send to candidates 
 

Informing your candidates about CEPA reform 
 
DATE 
 
Dear (NAME OF CANDIDATE), 
 
I hope your campaign is going well. As a citizen of your riding, I am writing to express my concern about the 
lack of action on the reform of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA). This legislation is 
the foundation of environmental regulation in Canada and is in great need of reform. 
 
The Canadian Environmental Protection Act is to environmental regulation what the Labour Standards Act 
is to workers’ rights. This is the basis on which all other regulations are developed. Just as the Labour 
Standards Act clearly establishes what constitutes a normal work week, how overtime should be paid, what 
is paid leave or sick leave, etc., CEPA defines in black and white how toxic substances are defined, how they 
should be controlled, how marine environments should be protected from land-based pollution, fuel 
requirements and engine emissions and much more. It provides the nuts and bolts necessary to protect the 
environment around us. 
 
In 2017, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development 
released its comprehensive study of CEPA, noting that “exposure to toxic substances causes thousands of 
premature deaths each year and millions of preventable diseases. The study explains how exposed we are 
to ever-increasing levels of pollution, and then describes the steps needed to reform CEPA to modernize it 
to protect human health and the environment in our world. 
 
Even though our most fundamental law for the protection of the environment is outdated, we have the 
roadmap we need to fix it. Scientists, doctors, health groups and environmental groups agree that we know 
what needs to be done to reform the law. 
Our question for you is whether we can count on your support to reform CEPA in the next Parliament if you 
are elected? 
  
Our group would like to meet with you to discuss the environment and CEPA reform. We will be happy to 
come to your office at your convenience. In the meantime, we have attached a CEPA fact sheet that provides 
more information. 
 
We look forward to meeting you and hearing your views on CEPA reform. 
 
Best regards,  
 
(YOUR NAME)   
 


